ICC: A NECESSITY
In 1948 the United Nations said 'never again' to the atrocities of the Second World War when member states subscribed to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). The UDHR contains 30 articles for the protection and promotion of fundamental human rights. Fifty years later, however, the record of many nation states is one of broken promises. From the killing fields of Cambodia to tho massacres in Rwanda, and most recently Kosovo, the perception is that the international community is immobilised while systematic and widespread human rights violations are perpetrated. Although there has been progress in the protection of these rights world-wide, the reality is Mr Brenton then covered the main areas of concern:
THE OFFICIAL LINE
• the powers and scope of the court;
• the list of crimes;
• the role of the Security-Council;
• the independence of the prosecutor; and
• the overlap between the jurisdiction of the court and that of national courts.
He stressed the government's desire to see an effective court which is free from Brenton asserted that compromise will be the vital component in Rome. The reality' is that a treaty creating a very strong and independent court will not be ratified by enough states to give it credibility' as a world institution; on the other hand, a court which has few real powers will be seen as weak and a political instrument. Therefore a balance has to be struck.
AD HOC TRIBUNALS
Gavin Ruxton spoke from the perspective of having worked on both the Rwanda and Yugoslavia ad hoc tribunals, though as senior prosecutor he is now involved solely with the latter. He stated that although he and his colleagues have no official line on the creation of a permanent court, most are undoubtedly in favour of it. They are also aware that their work has been scrutinised as the debate on the viability' of an international court has raged. Although there has been cynicism about the benefits of the ad hoc tribunals, Mr Ruxton emphasised the positive benefits which are now being felt. The trials are not just political showpieces but they demonstrate a real criminal court process. The ad hoctribunal has emerged as a key player in the Dayton peace process. The Kosovo crisis which is unfolding now is showing all the signs which were evident in the early stages of the Bosnian troubles. understood that compromise will be needed to ensure agreement in Rome.
However Mr McEntee expressed some disappointment that on some of the most important issues the government has not decided on an exact position. For instance, although they support an independent prosecutor, the UK's failure to decide on what form this will take means that they lose the opportunity to take a lead on the issue. The UK is the only nation straddling the 'like-minded states' (the leading group supporting a strong court), the Security Council, the European Union and NATO and, in the view of Amnesty, they should see their role not merely as compromise-finders but also as leading creators of a fair, effective and just court.
WHAT NOW?
The key question now is whether an agreement can be made in Rome and, if so, what kind of court will emerge from the diplomatic conference. 
